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APY Exec Board Mtg  7/8/2019 
Day 2 

 
APY Executive Board Meeting 

 

Wednesday 7th August 2019 
 

 
Start time: 11.15 am 
 
Location: Land Management Office, Umuwa.  
 
Present: Sally Scales (SS) (Chairperson), Bernard Singer (BS), Marita Baker (MB), Rex 
Tjami (RT), Ebony DeRose (ED), Anton Baker (AB), Willy Pompey (WP), Murray George 
(MG), Makinti Minutjukurr (MM), Richard King (RKg), Tania King (TK), Ruth Morley (RM), 
Mavis Welsh (MW)  (minutes/recording). 

On phone:     Tjutjana (Nyunmuti) Burton (NB), Nyukana Norris (NN), 
 
Apologies:    Nil. 
 
Observers:   Craig Macauley, James Armitage. 
 
SS asked Craig Macauley and James Armitage to attend the meeting and observe at this 
meeting.  She asked if anyone had a problem with their presence. 
 
No comments made. 
 
RKg summarised the agenda. 
 
Conciliator report 
SS proposed to table the report of the Conciliator, which the Conciliator had sent to only her. 
 
RM advised the Board that the Conciliator has been written to and respectfully asked to 
provide his report to the General Manager and Director, so that they can work together with 
the Executive Board in advising on and implementing any resolutions required in response 
to any recommendations the conciliator makes.  
RM advised the Board that the GM and Director cannot be excluded from the Executive 
Boards consideration of the Conciliators report. The APYLR Act requires the GM and Director 
and Board to work together with the board.  
 
SS advised that she would contact the conciliator and ask him to send his report to the GM 
and Director.  She withdrew from tabling of the report. 
 
RKg advised that Executive Board of the need to be aware that all items and issues should 
go through 'front door' to the Executive Board, is not to an individual Board member but all 
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members of the executive. Providing an important report to one executive member is highly 
unusual and in not correct process. 
 
ED stated we are one voice and need to be a team – leading in the right direction. 
 
Action: SS to untable report and contact conciliator to send report to GM and Director. 
 
Resolution 
 
Executive Board resolves not to accept tabling of conciliator report through SS but refer 
conciliator to send report to GM and Director for it to be tabled for all Executive Board 
members. 
 
Moved Ebony DeRose   seconded Makinti Minutjukur    All agreed 
 
General discussion from executive members about people talking and making trouble for 
Board members. 
 
SS need to make sure community concerns – if we are not doing right thing, they need to talk 
to us face to face. 
 
ED stated we can be strong – need to read Act – that is the law and GM and Executive Board 
have to work to Act – that is the guide – bible for APY Executive Board. 
 
All staff and people may go, but we on APY still have the Act which we work from. 
 
RKg stated that these non-Aboriginal people want to put Executive Board down.  They have 
digital signatures and they are sending letters to government pretending to be Aboriginal 
people on the lands. 
 
JA spoke to this as he is a Federal Government employee and he is finding it difficult to do 
work when all these other things are happening.  It interferes with projects, which are put to 
the Minister for APY.  They want to do more work, but lots of other things interfere – 
government gets letters with accusations against APY Executive and the GM and so 
government say, "can APY do work with all this 'white noise'."  Stopping funding for Anangu 
 
SS suggested community Council representative meeting.  All need to be trying to work 
effectively. 
 
RM suggested that the conciliator send his report to GM and Director to be tabled correctly 
and in line with good governance processes. 
 
12.10  BREAK 
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12.25  RESUMED 
 
1.  Correspondence  
 
 Correspondence In - 
 
(a)   TK read a letter from Al Ladd and Annie McGovern dated 11/7/19.  He does not accept 

the letter from Executive Board and signed by RKg.   
 
BS spoke in language. 
 
 LUNCH delivered – Hospitality student Simone Spicer introduced to Board members 
 who has completed her Cert 1 in Hospitality.  Members congratulated her. 
 
TK advised that Al Ladd require correspondence from Executive Board signed by the chair, 
deputy-chair and GM. 
 
ACTION 
 
It was agreed that a letter to be sent and signed by the chair, deputy-chair and GM saying 
they are not Anangu and to leave Mintabie by 1 October 2019. 
 
(b)  Letter from Craig Macauley, Manager of APY Lands and West Coast Aboriginal Affairs, 

Premier approved the budget. 
 
(c)   Letter from First Nations of SA Aboriginal Corporation. 
 
TK read the letter from FNSAAC.  Registered under the Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander) Act 2006 (Cth).  

Letter from Lorraine Merrick and Garth Agius, both Co-Chairpersons of the Corporation. 

The corporation has been established to represent, advocate and progress the collective 

interests of all South Australian Aboriginal Nations. Membership is open to all South 

Australian Aboriginal Nations (Native Title groups) and the Statutory Land Holding Bodies of 

Maralinga Tjarutja and Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara.  

FNSAAC Directors would welcome an opportunity to discuss with APY Executive Board how 

FNSAAC can best represent APY.   

RKg stated that this letter is seeking an invitation to visit APY Executive Board to present to 

the Board. 

 
ACTION 
 
RKg to write to FNSAAC and arrange suitable time for them to attend and present to 
Executive Board members. 
 
(d)  Supplementary Elections to the Board. 
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TK advised that the Electoral Commission have provided dates for the lead up to 
Supplementary elections of Executive Board members for Amata, Mimili and Pukatja. 
 

 Roll closes 30 August. 

 Call for nominations 11 September. 

 Close of nominations 18 September 

 Declaration of nominations  13 November. 

 Polling/Voting day  4 December. 
 
TK advised Electoral Commission will present information and conduct the process.   
 
Executive Board members are encouraged to invite members in their communities to stand 
or if they know people who are interested to stand for election to the Executive Board. 
 
SS suggested sending information to targeted service providers in the community. 
BS suggest this should be discussed at community meetings. 
He spoke in language. 
 
Resolution 
 
Executive Board have discussed dates for the supplementary elections at Amata, Mimili and 
Pukatja and Executive Board supports the dates given by the Electoral Commission. 
 
Moved Anton Baker   seconded Richard Kanari     All agreed 
 
ED asked to confirm that the first meeting with the new members will be in February/March 
2020. 
 
RKg confirmed that is correct. 
 
 Correspondence out – 
 
(e)   TK advised letter sent to Electoral Commission advising of resignation of 3 Executive 

Board members and requesting supplementary elections. 
 
(f)   Letter to SA Premier re permits.  TK advised this is a follow up for a previous letter in 

May for police checks. 
 
RKg has written back to minister saying APY can't accept and asks that government supports 
us – we need police check.  If the Minister says ok to government employees the 
responsibility lies with the Minister. 
 
Other Matters. 
 
BS raised a concern about a member and the use of APY resources. 
 
RKg stated that under the APY Land rights manages the physical and financial resources of 
APY and he will not allow for poor use of resources. 
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ACTION 
SS to have conversation with member. 
 
3.  Money Story 
RKg discussed in detail and explained May 2019 expenditure.   
 
Resolution 
 
Executive Board reviewed and approve the budget for May 2019, and agree to it being 
published on line. 
 
Moved Marita Baker  seconded Nyukana Norris (by proxy).   All Carried. 
 
BS suggested there is a need to help new members of the Board.  Will need governance 
training for all Executive Board members.  It was agreed that Board members need to look 
at the APY Act as their bible, like ED suggested. 
 
SS advised that she will be leaving the meeting at 3.00 pm today. 
4.  Permits 
 

(a) Application from Scott, Rachel and Kolt Fraser for Cattle Agistment on land. 
RKg advised that an application for a permit has been received from Scott, Rachel 
and Kolt Fraser. 

 
SS stated this is a cattle matter. 
RKg stated that these cattle have come on APY Lands through the 'back door'. 
 
Executive Board has not agreed any permits to Scott, Rachel and Kolt Fraser with no permit 
to access Land that they are grazing. The cattle are on the land illegally.  Now APY have to 
take to court action, as they are still on land. 
 
RKg stated that for grazing access on APY land, applicants must apply to APY, so that APY 
can consult All Nguritja (Traditional Owners)  – One family cannot grant access and say yes 
okay to come on land. They are under mining the other TO’s. 
 
MM spoke in language. 
 
RKg stated we have to protect community from people like that.  Johnson & Withers handle 
all our cattle problems – they know about this because I have briefed them. 
 
SS suggested Executive Board should decline granting permit until the dispute is settled and 
then still say no. 
 
RKg advised that the cattle are damaging the land and sacred sites in these areas, which 
have become arid land with no grass and poor grazing land. 
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Resolution 
 
The Executive Board have reviewed the application from Scott, Rachel and Kolt Fraser and 
acknowledge they are on APY land illegally and reject application and direct GM to notify 
police if they come on the lands. 
 
Moved Richard Kanari,    seconded Bernard Singer       All agreed. 
 

(b) Application from David Salomon – Two brothers walking. 
 
TK advised that it has come to the attention of APY that Mr. Salomon was granted a permit 
to come and meet with MG.   
 
ED asked why to give him a permit.  RKg stated that if he wants to visit places and take 
photos, it needs to discuss this with all Nguritja and not just one family or one TO. 
 
BS and MG spoke in language about this application – to come on APY Lands and make film 
of 'Tjukurra and biography with MG'.  MG said he wants to keep the story alive.  He spoke in 
language – many problems already. 
 
MG asked the chairperson. 
BS stated this type of activity is making us fight among ourselves because it is done the 
wrong way. 
 
SS spoke in language.  She stated that on APY Lands we have media, cameras etc. and we 
should keep filming in the family.  Sacred story – using our own PY media.   
 
We paid $40,000 for an APY movie in the past and only saw nothing but 15 seconds only of 
film. This is not good governance. 
We should be talking to PY media who have all recording facilities. 
 
MG spoke in language.  He stated he talked to GM or Chair and he want to make business.  
Want to keep forever – need to keep alive. 
 
Resolution 
 
Executive Board have reviewed the application from David Salomon and decline to grant a 
permit for his application. 
 
Moved  Richard Kanari     seconded Bernard Singer     All agreed. 
 
Resolution 
 
Executive Board support Murray George in the telling of his story and will link him with PY 
media and other or University contact. 
 
Moved Anton Baker      seconded Bernard Singer       All agreed. 
 
MG stated that Anangu have responsibility for our law. 
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7.  Dates for Executive Board meetings 2020 and other meetings. 
 
RKg stated we have Executive Board meetings in September and November this year.  Under 
the Act we have to have at least six meetings per year – we have eight meetings this year.  
All meetings are budgeted for and are on budget. 
 
SS asked if Monday meetings could be changed to Tuesday, as it is difficult for members to 
obtain fuel on Sunday as stores are closed. 
 
TK to check no public holidays and will send the dates to all other providers. 
 
ED left the meeting.  All thanked ED for attending.   
 
Resolution 
 
Executive Board meeting dates for 2020 approved and to be published on line with meetings 
to be Tuesdays and Wednesdays instead of Mondays and Tuesdays. 
 
Moved Ebony DeRose    seconded  Anton Baker      All Agreed. 
 
TK advised that this year the AGM will be on Wednesday 20 November 2019 at Umuwa at 
11.00am. 
 
TK advised that there is a Special General Meeting – Pastoral on 25 September.  All 
interested people are asked to come in and talk about Pastoral.   
 
SS moved that Executive Board meet on Monday 23 September with the Special General 
Meeting – Pastoral be held on Tuesday 24 September. 
   
Resolution 
 
That Executive Board agree the Executive Board Meeting to be held on Monday 23 
September and a Special General Meeting to discuss Pastoral Leases on Tuesday 24 
September.  
 
Moved Anton Baker    seconded Bernard Singer     All agreed. 
 
RKg stated that this Special General Meeting will be only to discuss cattle and pastoral 
matters. 
 
RKg stated that a further Special General Meeting be held to discuss Leases and leasing of 
public building , spaces and lands for service providers.  Under the Act it is clear, that only 
APY Administration can charge rent with approval for the Executive Board. These funds will 
be put into the community councils to help them get stronger– leases for shops, businesses, 
RASAC, Departments will raise some revenue, which will cover payment for insurance on the 
public buildings and fix offices up to provide good services and internet access for community 
offices and community residents. Any extra funds will go back to community for the 
communities to identify priority projects at their general meetings. 
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BS stated that it will be good with difference services providers – want to collect a little rent 
and give money back to communities to help them fix their own issues. Build good 
governance and self empowerment. 
 
RKg advised that APY do not do services, as we are a land council but can collect rent from 
providers and pay for services that councils that deliver through the APY Land Rights Act. 
Government and stakeholders can be part of the solution by supporting this program that 
builds the community council capacity into the future. 
 
TK suggested 8 October for Special General Meeting on Leases – Other.  11.00 at Umuwa. 
 
Resolution 
 
That Executive Board agree to hold a Special General Meeting to discuss Land and property 
leases on Tuesday 8 October.  
 
Moved  Marita Baker        seconded Anton Baker      All agreed. 
 

9.   Approval sought for APY Administration to pursue Leases across the Lands from 
Service Providers 

 
RKg outlined leases already given.  He stated that he needs an Executive Board resolution 
to give permission to start talking with people about leases. 
 
RKg explained possible inclusions in lease around number of Anangu employees. 
Community stores will have leases and pay rent, but the money will go back to them. 
 
RT spoke in language.  Lawyers will look over leases. 
MM spoke in language. 
 

Resolution 
 
Executive Board support and approve the GM to pursue Leases across the Lands from 
Service Providers 
 
Moved Anton Baker     seconded Nyukana Norris      All agreed.  
 
2.55 pm 
 
5. Anthropology 
 
(a)  Road Road between Kanpi – Puta Puta requires an upgrade 
Andrew Cawthorne from APY Anthropology attended the meeting. 
 
TK, RM, MW and all female Board members left the meeting room. 
 
AC advised that subsequent to the survey, some T/Os from Pipalyatjara feel uncomfortable 
making a decision about the road without holding another meeting, and potentially changing 
the road corridor.  The majority of T/Os would like the road fixed in its current corridor. 
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SS left the meeting. 
 
4.15 pm  BREAK 
 
TK, RM, MW and all female Board members returned to the meeting room. 
 
Temporary chairperson 
 
Resolution 
 
The Executive Board nominates Mr. Kanari to chair the meeting in the absence of SS who 
has left the meeting. 
 
Moved   Marita Baker    Seconded Nyukana Norris     All agreed. 
 
Mike Cawthorn and Charmaine Jones attended the meeting. 
 

“CONFIDENTIAL ANTHROPOLOGY REPORTS AND LEGAL ADVICE TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AND 
CONFIDENTIAL RESOLUTIONS ON ANTHROPOLOGY MATTERS PASSED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD” Noted for 
information.  

 
2.  Legal Report 
 

“CONFIDENTIAL LEGAL ADVICE TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AND CONFIDENTIAL RESOLUTIONS ON LEGAL 
MATTERS PASSED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD” Noted for information.  

 
Meeting closed at 5.59 pm 
 
 


